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“An informative 
and illuminating 
documentary.”
–  E X A M I N E R . C O M
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Diseases that were largely eradicated in 
the United States a generation ago— 
whooping cough, measles, mumps— are 
returning, in part because nervous 
parents are skipping their children’s 
shots. VACCINES—CALLING THE SHOTS 
takes viewers around the world to track 
epidemics, explore the science behind 
vaccinations, and shed light on the risks 
of opting out.

More than 90 percent of Americans 
vaccinate their children, and most do it 
on the recommended schedule. Yet many 
people have questions about the safety of 
vaccines, and some are delaying or 
skipping their children’s shots. In some 
communities, vaccination rates have 
fallen below the threshold level needed 
to maintain “herd immunity”—allowing 
outbreaks to take hold and spread. 
Highlighting real cases and placing them 
in historical context, VACCINES—

CALLING THE SHOTS tracks outbreaks of 
communicable diseases and demonstrates 
just how fast they can spread—and how 
many people can fall sick—when a 
community’s immunity barrier falls.

While the majority of Americans support 
vaccination, some parents are concerned 
about the risk of adverse reactions of 
immunizations. The film acknowledges 

that there are risks, but puts those risks 
in perspective. For example, the film uses 
a football stadium to illustrate how rare 
severe reactions really are: You’d need 
about 10 stadiums, each with around 
100,000 people, to find a single serious 
allergic reaction to a vaccine.

Throughout, VACCINES—CALLING THE 

SHOTS relies on science to put vaccines 
in context, sometimes shattering 
misconceptions. The film chronicles the 
discovery that many cases of supposed 
vaccine-caused chronic seizures are in 
fact Dravet syndrome, a rare genetic 
form of epilepsy. The film also sheds 
light on one of the greatest 
misconceptions about vaccines, the 
supposed link between vaccines and 
autism. The film explores how numerous 
studies have provided evidence that 
there is no such link. It also digs deeper, 
exploring new genetic evidence that 
autism begins in the womb.

A one-hour NOVA special, VACCINES—

CALLING THE SHOTS is produced by 
Emmy-winning Australian documentary 
filmmaker Sonya Pemberton and HHMI 
Tangled Bank Studios.

TITLE  VACCINES—CALLING THE 
SHOTS 

DURATION 1X57

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY 
SONYA PEMBERTON

PRODUCTION HHMI  TANGLED 
 BANK STUDIOS AND GENEPOOL 
PRODUCTIONS 

YEAR 2014


	VaccinesCover-NoBleeds
	VaccinesBack-NoBleeds

